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A Rebuke of Scriptural Tithing and New Testament Church Government 

Where It Differs From Modern Tithing and Where It Contradicts the Bible 

 
By Pete Wierzbicki 

 

Murray E. Burr’s Scriptural Tithing and New Testament Church Government is useful as a 

historical source, but it is also a deeply troubling example of how far men may go when they 

attempt to bind the New Testament Church to an old covenant financial system. The work does 

not merely encourage generosity. It does not merely argue that ministers may be supported. It 

goes much further. Burr teaches that the tithe is still God’s required tenth, that it belongs 

specifically to the ministry or pastor, that unauthorized hands must not touch it, and that those 

who withhold or misdirect it are robbing God and placing themselves under the curse-language 

of Malachi. He also argues that the tithe should not be used for widows, orphans, general 

church expenses, buildings, denominational headquarters, or benevolent needs, but should be 

reserved for the ministry. In doing so, the booklet creates a system that is not only different 

from many modern churches, but also contrary to the broader New Testament pattern of giving. 

1. How Burr’s View Differs From Most Modern Tithing Systems 

The first thing that must be understood is that Burr’s view is not the same as the common 

modern church-budget model of tithing. Many modern churches teach that members should 

pay ten percent into the local church treasury, and that the church then uses those funds for 

salaries, buildings, utilities, missions, programs, benevolence, and general operations. That 

system is itself not the New Testament pattern, but Burr is arguing for something even more 

specific and extreme. 

Burr’s position is that the tithe belongs to the priesthood/ministry, and therefore should be 

handled by the pastor or ministry rather than by church boards, lay committees, local 

treasuries, or denominational headquarters. He strongly rejects the idea that the tithe should 

be controlled by laymen. He also rejects the idea that the tithe should be used for general 

church expenses or benevolent causes such as widows and orphans. This means Burr’s system is 

actually at odds with many modern tithing churches. A modern pastor may say, “Bring the tithe 

into the church so we can run the church.” Burr is saying, in effect, “The tithe belongs to the 

ministry, and no unauthorized hand should touch it.” 

That distinction matters. Burr’s system is not simply a defense of supporting the church. It is a 

defense of ministerial control over the tithe. He repeatedly frames lay boards, committees, and 

organizational structures as dangers because whoever controls the money controls the ministry. 

On that point, Burr correctly sees the danger of money becoming a tool of control. But instead 



of returning to New Testament grace-giving, he replaces one danger with another: he places the 

tithe into the hands of the pastor/ministry and treats it as a sacred priestly inheritance. 

In other words, Burr rightly fears a controlled ministry, but his solution is not apostolic giving. 

His solution is a pastor-centered tithe system. 

Modern tithing systems usually say: the tithe belongs to the church institution. 

Burr says: the tithe belongs to the pastor/ministry. 

The New Testament says: giving is voluntary, cheerful, need-based, grace-based, and 

distributed for the work of the gospel and the needs of the saints. 

That is the crucial difference. 

2. Burr Correctly Sees Some Abuses, but Builds the Wrong Cure 

To be fair, Burr does identify some real dangers. He warns against over-centralization, 

denominational control, political machinery, salaried hireling ministry, and religious systems 

that muzzle preachers. Those warnings are not meaningless. Many ministers have been 

controlled by boards, headquarters, money, politics, and fear. Burr’s concern for ministerial 

freedom is understandable. 

But the fact that Burr sees a real abuse does not mean his solution is biblical. A board-controlled 

salary system may be wrong, but that does not prove tithing is binding on the New Testament 

Church. Denominational overreach may be wrong, but that does not prove Malachi’s curse 

applies to Spirit-filled believers. A pastor may deserve support, but that does not mean every 

Christian must pay ten percent into a pastoral tithe system. 

The Bible does not correct abuse by reviving old covenant bondage. It corrects abuse by 

returning the Church to apostolic doctrine. 

Paul did not solve ministry support by commanding tithing. He taught generosity. He taught 

willing support. He taught equality. He taught care for poor saints. He taught that those who 

preach the gospel may live of the gospel, but he never once commanded the Church to tithe. 

That silence is devastating to Burr’s argument. 

If tithing were the required New Testament financial law of the Church, Paul had many perfect 

opportunities to say so. He wrote extensively about giving in 1 Corinthians 9, 2 Corinthians 8–9, 

Romans 15, Galatians 6, Philippians 4, and 1 Timothy 5. Yet he never once told the Church, “Pay 

tithes.” He never said, “You are cursed if you do not tithe.” He never told Gentile believers that 

Malachi 3 was binding upon them. He never taught that ten percent belonged exclusively to the 

pastor. 

That is not an oversight. That is apostolic silence where modern men have been very loud. 



3. Burr Contradicts New Testament Giving by Replacing Grace With Obligation 

The clearest New Testament statement on Christian giving is 2 Corinthians 9:7: 

“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; 

not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.” 

— 2 Corinthians 9:7, KJV 

This verse directly contradicts the spirit of Burr’s system. Paul says giving is according as a man 

purposes in his heart. Burr says the tenth is required. Paul says not grudgingly or of necessity. 

Burr argues in terms of obligation, priestly right, and even curse. Paul says God loves a cheerful 

giver. Burr’s system inevitably pressures the conscience through fear of robbing God. 

The phrase “not…of necessity” is especially important. New Testament giving is not forced by 

legal necessity. It is not extracted by threat. It is not imposed as a tax. It is not demanded as a 

fixed percentage under penalty of a curse. It is the overflow of grace, love, willingness, and 

faith. 

Paul also says: 

“For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not 

according to that he hath not.” 

— 2 Corinthians 8:12, KJV 

New Testament giving is measured by willingness and ability, not by a universal ten percent 

obligation. It is accepted according to what a man has, not according to what he does not have. 

That matters for poor saints, widows, struggling families, and believers already under financial 

pressure. Burr’s system places the same tenth upon all, while Paul’s doctrine considers ability, 

willingness, and need. 

Paul continues: 

“For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened: 

But by an equality...” 

— 2 Corinthians 8:13–14, KJV 

That also rebukes any system where poor saints are burdened so that ministers may be eased. 

Paul’s goal was not to enrich one class while others struggled. His goal was equality and relief 

according to need. 

  



4. Burr Contradicts the Apostolic Pattern of Caring for the Needy 

One of the most serious problems with Burr’s work is his claim that the tithe should not be used 

for widows, orphans, and benevolent purposes. This is shocking when compared with the actual 

burden of Scripture. 

In Acts, the first major picture of Church giving is not a pastor collecting tithes. It is the body 

caring for need: 

“And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.” 

— Acts 2:45, KJV 

Again: 

“And distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.” 

— Acts 4:35, KJV 

The apostolic pattern was need-based distribution. The Church did not ignore the poor in order 

to protect a ministerial income stream. The saints gave, and distribution was made according to 

need. 

Acts 6 shows the same concern. The Grecian widows were being neglected in the daily 

ministration, and the apostles took the problem seriously. They did not say, “Widows are not 

part of the financial concern of the Church.” They appointed faithful men so that the need 

would be addressed properly. 

James writes: 

“Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, 

To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 

and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” 

— James 1:27, KJV 

Burr’s system says the sacred tenth is not for widows and orphans. James says pure religion 

visits the fatherless and widows in their affliction. That is not a small difference. That is a 

collision of priorities. 

Even under the Old Testament, Burr’s claim is strained. Deuteronomy plainly includes the 

stranger, fatherless, and widow in the provision connected with tithing: 

“And the Levite… and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow… shall come, and shall eat 

and be satisfied...” 

— Deuteronomy 14:29, KJV 

So even the Old Testament does not support a simplistic “tithe only for the preacher” model. 

God has always cared for the vulnerable. 



5. Burr Misuses Malachi by Applying Old Covenant Curse-Language to the Church 

Burr’s use of Malachi is one of the most dangerous parts of the work. Malachi 3 was spoken to 

Israel under the Law, in connection with the temple storehouse, Levitical service, and covenant 

obligations. Burr takes that curse-language and applies it to New Testament believers who do 

not pay tithes. 

This is exactly where the error becomes spiritually dangerous. 

Paul says: 

“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law...” 

— Galatians 3:13, KJV 

The New Testament Church is not governed by old covenant curse-threats. We are not brought 

into generosity by fear of Malachi’s curse. We are taught by grace, love, compassion, and the 

Spirit of Christ. 

To tell New Covenant believers that they are cursed if they do not tithe is to place them under a 

threat the apostles never placed upon them. Paul warned against being entangled again with 

the yoke of bondage. He did not preach Christian giving by saying, “Pay ten percent or be 

cursed.” He preached giving by saying, “as he purposeth in his heart,” “not grudgingly,” “not of 

necessity,” and “God loveth a cheerful giver.” 

Burr’s curse-based tithing is therefore not apostolic. It is law-and-grace confusion. 

6. Burr Confuses Ministerial Support With a Mandatory Tithe 

The New Testament does teach ministerial support. That must be acknowledged. Paul writes: 

“Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” 

— 1 Corinthians 9:14, KJV 

And again: 

“Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in 

the word and doctrine.” 

— 1 Timothy 5:17, KJV 

But these verses prove support, not tithing. They prove that faithful ministers may be helped, 

honored, and supplied. They do not prove that Christians are under a mandatory ten percent 

law. They do not prove that the pastor owns the tithe. They do not prove that widows and 

needy saints must be excluded from church giving. They do not prove that believers are cursed 

if they do not tithe. 



Paul had the perfect opportunity in 1 Corinthians 9 to say, “Pay tithes to ministers.” He did not. 

Instead, he taught the principle that those who labor in the gospel may be supported by the 

gospel. He even went on to show that he often refused that right so that the gospel would not 

be hindered. 

That destroys the spirit of financial entitlement. 

Paul’s highest concern was not protecting his income. His highest concern was protecting the 

gospel. 

This Error Still Exists in Modern Apostolic Churches 

This is not merely a dead historical argument from an old booklet. Versions of this doctrine still 

exist today. In some churches, the tithe is taught to belong strictly to the pastor as his personal 

support, while the saints are then required to give additional offerings, pledges, or fixed 

percentages for the actual expenses of the church. In some cases, the people are told that ten 

percent belongs to the pastor, and then another amount — sometimes even another five 

percent or more — is required for church expenses, building costs, utilities, missions, or other 

ministry needs. 

This exposes the practical danger of Burr’s doctrine. Once the tithe is removed from the broader 

New Testament pattern of giving and declared to be the pastor’s exclusive inheritance, the 

financial burden on the saints does not decrease. It increases. The congregation is still expected 

to fund the church, but now the tithe is no longer available for the needs of the body, the poor, 

the widows, the fatherless, the work of the church, or even basic church expenses. The result is 

a two-part burden: one stream of money for the pastor, and another stream demanded for 

everything else. 

This is not the Apostolic model. 

The New Testament does teach that faithful ministers may be supported. But it never teaches 

that the pastor owns the tithe, that the saints are cursed if they do not pay it, and then that 

additional required percentages must be placed upon the people to support the church. That is 

not grace-based giving. That is not “every man according as he purposeth in his heart.” That is 

not “not grudgingly, or of necessity.” That is a religious tax structure. 

Paul taught giving according to grace, willingness, ability, and need. He did not bind the saints to 

ten percent for the pastor plus another required percentage for church expenses. He did not 

place the Church under a fixed financial system where struggling families must pay mandatory 

percentages while pastors live comfortably or luxuriously. He taught support for ministry, but he 

also taught care for poor saints, equality, generosity, and cheerful giving. 



Therefore, the modern survival of this doctrine only confirms how dangerous it is. Burr’s system 

does not merely defend ministerial support; it can easily become a structure that protects 

ministerial income while shifting every other burden back onto the congregation. That is not 

New Testament liberty. That is bondage dressed in Apostolic language. 

Conclusion: This Work Must Be Rejected as a New Testament Model 

Murray E. Burr’s booklet is historically valuable because it reveals one stream of older 

Pentecostal thinking about tithing and church government. But as a New Testament model, it 

must be rejected. It differs from many modern approaches because it does not merely place 

tithes into a general church treasury; it claims the tithe belongs specifically to the 

pastor/ministry and should not be touched by lay boards, headquarters, benevolence, widows, 

orphans, or general church needs. That is not the common modern budget model, and it is 

certainly not the apostolic model. 

More importantly, it contradicts the New Testament by replacing cheerful, voluntary, grace-

based giving with a fixed legal obligation; by applying Malachi’s curse to New Covenant 

believers; by excluding widows, orphans, and needy saints from the central purpose of giving; 

by confusing ministerial support with mandatory tithing; and by building a pastor-centered 

financial system where the apostles built a body-centered ministry of generosity, need, equality, 

and love. 

The Apostolic Church did not teach cursed tithing. 

The Apostolic Church taught cheerful giving. 

The Apostolic Church did not collect money only for the preacher. 

The Apostolic Church distributed to every man according as he had need. 

The Apostolic Church did support ministry, but it also cared for widows, the poor, the weak, and 

the household of faith. 

Therefore, the Church today must not return to old covenant threats or man-made financial 

systems. It must return to Apostolic giving: freewill, generous, compassionate, Spirit-led, need-

based, and centered on the whole body of Christ. 

 

~ Pete Wierzbicki 
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